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THE TENNESSEE CONFERENCE ‘MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

Hep its fourth Anniversary in Nashville, the Friday evening 

after the meeting of Conference, and was one of the most inter- 

esting we have ever witnessed, not excepting those held in Balti- 

more, during the session of the General Conference, two years a- 

"4 ro, 

, Bishop Roberts opened the meeting by reading the fourth chap- 

ter of Isaiah, singiug and prayer; after which the Secretary read 
the following Report of the Board of Managers. 









“‘Report.of the Board of Managers of the Tennessee Conference Mis- 
, sionary Societyof Nashville. 

“The Board of Managers, to. whom the interests of the Society 
have been entrusted during the past year, in rendering this annu- 
al Report of their Stewardship, feel deeplyygratesul to Almighty 
God, that, notwithstanding their wnprofitableness, the blessed cause 
of missions has prospered generally ina most unparallelled man- 
ner. Nor can they refrain, when taking atexpanded view of this 
great mork, from calling upon-the wholechristian community, to 
rejoice with them over the pleasing} prospect. 

Wide and. white are the fields now ready for harvest! ‘Loud 
and urgentare the cries for labourers from every direction. Ma- 
ny, indeed, have heard, been roused into action, and gone forth to 
encounter toils and suffer privations; but some have fallen in 
death, exchanging their field of labour, for mansions of rest. Sa- 
cred be their memory, and sweet the savour of their names who 
thus “sleep in Jesus!!”’ 

Letus bow submissively to the dispensations of infinite wisdom, 
give glory to God in the highest, for the good that is done, and 
still pray, “Thy kingdom come.” 

Hittle need be said, it is presumed, in this age, in this country, 
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4MU to this soviet), in Vindication of Missionary exertions, fo; 
no one that contemplates the condition of the unenlightened por- 
tion of mankind, that censiders their fallen and wretched state; 
their ignorance of God, and of his word; and that admits. the 
truth of Revelation, can hesitate to acknowledge the propriety of 
Missionary efforts. ,Jtis a lamentable fact, that a vast majority 
of ourrace are sunk into the depths of mental and moral degra- 
dation. The most deplorable ignorance is united to the grossest 
errors and foulestcrimes. Thus ignorance is the source of all 
that debases the character, and ruins the best interests of human 
souls. To remove this destructive ignorance, this overflowing 
fountain of human woe, revelation alone is sufficient. This pow- 
erful antidote, however, is known anly to afew; but to us who 
have it, it is committed in trustfor the whole world. We who 
hold it are under imperious obligations to carry it‘‘teevery man.” 
We hold in our possession the bread of life designed for famish- 
ing multitudes, We have the “light which shineth in darkness,” 
and for the want of which, millions still “sit in the region of the 
valley, and of the shadow “of death,” or rush in unbroken co- 
lumns, to people the regions of eternal despair. Surely humanity 
and justice unite to enforce the last command of the Saviour, 
“Go teach all mations.” | 

The success which has attended missionary labors, demon- 
strates the practicability of accomplishing this benevolent enter- 
prise. It istrue, that, in»some instances, the triumph of truth 
has been greatly retarded, especially, in the East; but when we 
reflect upon the difficulties to be surmounted, in léarping and 
speaking their various languages; their bigotted attachment to 
their superstitious worship, and the depth to which some of those 
nations have sunk below the ordimaty character of human beings, 
by the most infatuating and horrible systems of idelatry, it is 
more a matter of surprise, that any success hasbeen realised. 
But, in every case where a fair trial has been made, we believe; 
the practicability of ultimate success has been established beyond 
a doubt. 

Of domestic missions, and’especially of those under the supe» 
iniendence of ourown Church, we can speak with more confi- 
dence. Thete are at present (wenfy-one missionary stations a- 
mong the Indians in the United States, occupied by Methedist 
ministers ; and from all of them, the last annual Report is highly 
favorable. 

But it is a matter ef great gratification to the Board, to be able 
to state that the missions in the Cherokee Nation, under the care 
of the Tennessee Conference, have been, hitherto, signally successful. 
About. four years ago the first Methodist Missionary visited the 


Nation, computed to contain fifteem thousand souls. The first. 


aya second years, ene missionary only was employed; the third, 
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two, and during the past year, three have beew stationed in the 
Nation. Two have taught schools, and preached as often as pos- 
sible ; the other has:travelled extensively through the more thinly 
settled parts, and preached sometimes without an interpreter, but 
generally through one. 

The whole amount expended upon this Nation, during the four 
years, has not exceeded sixteen hundred dollars. And what is the 
result? A part of the Natiom has been taken into circuits, and are 
now regularly supplied with preaching. Many children have 
been taught to read the Bible and write; agriculture is becoming 
a common occupation. Civil Laws established throughout the 
Nation. Camp-Meetings have been held for the four preceding 
years, numerously attended by the natives, who observed the ut- 
most solemnity and decorum, and about four hundred of these per- 
ishing sheep of the wilderméss have been. gathered into the 
Church, and now rejoice, with their white brethren,in hope of 
their common rest. The traveller on the highway, observing 
cottages rising up, regulartownserecting farms opening, the sab- 
bath regularly observed, & the almest total change in the character 
and pursuits of this people, asks with surprise whence this revol- 
ution? Wereply, the Lord Jesus, in answer to ten thousand 
prayers, is about to realise the Father’s promise im receiving “the 
heathen for his inheritance.” Here then is a nation ef people at 
our door; ourneighbors, once remarkable for their ferocity and 
ignorance, who now afferd the most, striking evidence of the suc- 
cess and utilityef missionary exertions. 

But the Board would take the liberty of suggesting, that, with- 
ont funds & annual supplies, nomission camexist. The Methodist 
connexion, it is true, owing to their admirable polity, can carry on 
missions with more facility and less expense thanany other de- 
nomination ; but they must have the pittance allowed for the sup- 
portof their missionaries. And to whom can they look with so 
much.confidence as to those who know them, the objects upon 
whom their charities are to be expended, and who are the wit~- 
nesses of what has been effected. 

The Board conclude their Report by subjoining the Balance 
in the hands of the Treasurer of the Society, as audited, is six 
hundred and thirty-five dollars ninety two anda half cents. 

After the above Report was read, Dr. Ruter, of Cincinnatti, in- 
troduced the fellowing Resolution, which was recorded by the 
Reverend Alexander Sale, of Courtland Alabama. 

“ist. Resolved, That the Report read be accepted, and adopted; 
and that the Secretary be requested tosend it to the parent Socie- 
ty of New York.” . 

In speaking to the above Resolution, Dr. Ruter gave an encour- 
aging account of the state of missions in general, but especially of 
those under the care of the European and American Methodists. 
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hie made wo efforts to varnish, but simply contihed himself te un. 
questionable facts, and so strikingly appropriate were bis»repre- 
sentations to the numerous audience,in favorof the missionary 
cause, as to remove prejudice from its most violent opposers, and 
to inspire its friends with redoubled ardour to prosecute their 
benevolent course. 

The second Resolution was introduced by the Rev. James W. 
Allen, seconded by the Rey. George W. Morris. 

“2nd. Hesolvéd, That, the presén’ being an era of great import- 
ance, and genéra! excitement among the friends.of Zion, and there 
being many openings, both at home and*abread, forthe dissemin.- 
ation of religious influence, we pledge ourselyes to each other to 
do all we can in this great werk. 

‘The above resolution was also supposted by remarks calculated 
to show, that the cause of missions is sufficiéntly important te 
justify all the privations, labours, and expences, to be suffered and 
incured, in its support. 

The third Resolution was introduced by the Rev. George W. 
Morris; and seconded by. the Rev. Richard Neely. 

“ Resolved—YVhat the success which has attended missionaries 
among the aborigines of our country, and among the Cherokee 
Indians especially, demonstrates the practicubilityof success, and 
affords great €ncourdgement to persevere.” 

The mover of this motion, having labored among the Cherokees, 
as amissionary forsome time past, gave Some very encouraging 
accounts of the salutary influence of missions among that people. 
He stated, that, though he had been among them for several 
months, he never knéw of butone or two instances of intoxication 
or sabbath breaking in the neighborhood of the mission; 

The fourth and last Resolution was intreduced by the Rev. 
Richard Neely and seconded by 


“ Resolved—T hat the cause of missions is the cause of God, and 
we hail all that are employed in this,work, as fellow: laborers in 
the best of causes.” 

The Rev. Richard Neely, had travelled’extensively through the 
Cherokee Nation, during the three years past, and had been great- 
ly useful among them and had witnessed many of the important 
results of missionary labors among the natives; and was thereby 
enabled to say’many things in favor of the mission. 

After this, Turtle Fields, a native Cherokee, who has been au- 
thorised to preach for some months, addressed the:assembly, by 
means of an. interpreter, (Jobn Brown) in.a manner so natural, 
easy, graceful, and appropriate, that the editor acknowledges for 
himself, he never was more agreeably entertained by a polished 
orator, There was nothing strained, or unnatural either in his 
manner or matter. His iltustrations were simple and proper; 
and the whele of his discourse, discovers a strength of intellect, 
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and measure of religious knowledge that would do honor to a 
regularly instructed divine: 
After this, the Rey. William McMahon, with his usual flow of 
animated eloquence, addressed the congregation for some time, 
and lifted a collection of one hundred and fifteen dollars, on behalf 
of the missiOhary society, While the collection was attended to, 
there wassung an Indian song, by the Rev. R. Neely, Turtle Fields, 
Samueh Gunter, John Brown, Edward Grayes and Josepb Black- 
Bird, native Ipdians, this gave’ mellowing touch to the meeting, 
soon after thescongregation reuréd, and the members of the S®oci- 
ety remained to elec their officers for the next year. 
Thefollowiug persons were then elected. 
Rev. Robert Paine—/President, 
Simpson Shipherd— Vice President, 
Joseph T. Elliston Lsq.— Treasurer, 
W. H. E@hbéun—Secrelary 
BOARD OF MANAGERS. 

Joseph Litton—Richard Garret-—€. M.. Cowerdine—John 
© Price—Rev. Mathew M. Quinn—W. Moore—Thomas J. Kead—~ 
J.M.Smith—John Peck. 

The Society then adjourned to meet again in Nashville, the 2nd 
Monday in August, 1827. 


i THE TENNESSEE COLLEGE. 

) With much other important business, attended toby the Ten- 
nessee Conference, during its recent s€ssion, was that of appoint- 
ing a standing cemmittee of ten, to examine intorthe propriety and 

§ practicability of “establishing, a Coliege, in the bounds of said 

# Conference, under its own control. . Five of the committee were 

5 tobe members of the Tennessee Conference, and the other five 

either local preachers or lay‘ members. 


The following travelling preachers were nominated and elected 
for that purpose. 
Rev. Robert Paine, 
William McMahan, & 
— Thomas L, Douglass, . 
Alexander Sale, 
Lewis Garrett, 
And the following. persons of that body were also Elected. a 
Dr. William *Mc Neal, . 
Dr. James L, Armstrong, 
tev. Turser Saunders, 
Dr. James Frazier, 
Joseph T. Elliston. 


The above committee are to meet in the town of Columbia, on 
the third Friday in May 1827, for the purpose of consulting meas- 
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ures by which to accomplish the object contemplated by the cay 
ference, in its resolution on the subject. 

The cause of learning, it must be) acknowledged, by all who 
are not entirely ignorant of its great advantages, is one of vast 
importance, and intimately conpected with the interests of man in 
this world, as well as that to which.he is rapidly hastening. And 
we heartily wish the conference may sucteed beyond’ its most 
sanguine expectations, There is, in the bounds of the conference, © 
a sufficient number of wealthy.and liberal minded members of the FB) 
church to carry such object into effect, with greatease and little i 

‘ 
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expenseto anyone. There,are many pvow,who belong to no de- 
nominuation of christians; whose philanthropic spirit would in- 
duce them to support such an institution, from a rational convic. 
tion of its great utility to the community at large. a 
It is not the object of the’ conference to estsblish a religious or 
theological institution; this they believe might not be, serviceable, 
. 
, 










But it is simply their wish to give their friends, an opportunity o/ 
educating their youths, where their morals and principles, will not 
be ruined by bad examples, and erroneous sentiments. 

It is a fact, that many wealthy fathers refuse t6 give their son; 
a collegiate education, because they do not wish to have their un. 
derstandings improved at the hazard of corrupting their hearts 
or affections. Wetherefore repeat our wishes, that such a desi | 
rable object may be effected as seon as possible. . It is certainly 
possible, and it ill-becomes a body so enterprizing, and therough- 
going, as aconference of travelling preachers, to “ set their hands 
to the plow, and look back.” 
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GOURSE OF READING POINTED OUT:TO YOUNG 
PREACHERS. MI 

[The editor obtained a copy of the following course of stud; § 
and readiug, when he was at the Tennessee Conference, and for 
the sake of the Holston Conference, publishes it in the Messenger, 
NasuviL_LE Dec, 7th, 1826, 

As it appears that the course of reading and study recommend: 
ed by the superintendants, to the Tennessee annual Conference, 
was not inserted on the Journals of said conference, and as the 
original Document has been lost or mislaid, in compliance with 
the request of the conference, the following is submitted as a prop: 
er course of reading and study for the candidates for the Ministry. 
The Holy Ghost saith, study to shew thyself unto: God, a work: 
man that needeth not to be ashamed; rightly dividing the wor 
of truth. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus, Girt 
attention torreading, to exhortation, and to dectrine. 
_ Itis therefore recommended to candidates for the ministry, '' 
stady and make themselves acquainted with the following impo 
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tant points of doctrine. The general depravity and corruption af 
the human heart. Redemption by Christ, Repentance towards 
God. Justification by faith, the direct witness of the holy spirit, 
holiness of heart and life, including regeneration, and sanctifica- 
tion. The Divinity of.our Lord Jesus Christ: The persever- 
ance of those who have been justified. © Baptism, the resurrection 
of the dead, and future rewards and punishments. 

It is alsorecommended to them to study the nature and princi- 
ples of Church Government, especially our own. The Philosophy 
and Grammar of the English language, geography, ancient His- 
tory; eclesiastical History, m6ral afd gatural Philosophy, and 

ogic. 

To aid the student in the, acquisition of these’ important bran- 
ches of knowledge, the reading of the following Books, or as ma- 
ny of them as can be obtained, is recommended. The Hoty 
Scriptures, Wesley’s Notes, Benson’s, Coke’s, and Clatke’s 
Commentaries, Wesley’s’Sermons, Answer to Taylor, Saints 
Rest, Serious Call, Benson’s Sermons, Fletcher’s Checks, Appeal, 
Portrait of, St. Paul, Watson’s Theological Institutes, Wood’s or 
Martindale’s Dictionary, the Methodist Discipline, Murray’s Gram- 
mar, Morse’s Geography, Rollin’s Ancient History, Mosheim’s 
Eclesiastical History, Locke on the Understanding, Bailey’s 
Philosophy, Theological Institutes, Wesley’s Philosophy, Dun 
can’s er Watts’ Logic, the Methodist Magazine. 

JOSHUA SOULE, 
ROBERT R. ROBERTS. 


CC ene 
SELECTIONS. 


CHRISTIANS. 

Rest not satisfied with any thing short of genuine re- 
ligion. Give your'serious attention tot, In studying 
its nature; let this bea governing sentiment to you— 
thatytis a vital principle. Religion with some people ; 
and people who-are very strenuous onthe subject too 
is like & fine portrait, jast and complete in its outward 
parts, but wanting life—fair to the eye, but cold to the 
touch. Religion must not only be, perfect in form, but 
animated with a living spirit. Ibis not Composed of a 
proper act, or a decent habit—of sublime speculation, or * 
manual observance—itis something above‘all this—it is 
the life of the soul, as the soul is the life of the body. 

This Divine principle; consists of love towards God; of 
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benevolence towards men ; andis directly opposed to the 
vanity, pride enmityy and selfisimess natural to us.— 
Yes, the presence of this principle, and of this alone, 
will teach us to*deny ‘ourselves; and nothing short of 
this will validate our claim to discipleship, Qur world- 
ly opinions, our vain imaginations, our, proud resent- 
ments, our carnal prejudices, our sinful propensities, 
must all be sacrificed. .Thewright hand must be cul off; 
the right eye plucked out—the useful, the prodlable,, the 
beloved sin must be renotneed,’ “he Saviour’s wisdom 
must guide us, and not ‘our own; the Saviour’s will 
must govern us, and not our Own; the Saviour’s excel- 
lence mist delight us, and not onr owo! Jf born again, 
we are not our own but his / try yourself by this test. 


First, Watch habitually over all your conduct. | Re- 
member that every thing withim you and about you, is 
opposed to your religious prog cress. Ifyou are doubtful 
of any action or engage meat, try il by the followi ing ques- 
ttons—Is it warranted by Scripture? Willitimjure my 
religion? Gan Lask therblessing of God upen it? If 
it will not, bear this testy consider it doubtful no longer ; 
itis asnare of the wicked dne. 

Secondly, In addition to yeur daily’ prayers, com- 

mence each day by meditatiug on a select text of Scrip- 
ture; and close it’by seriotis examination, Ask your- 
self before you sink into sleép such questions as these: — 
Have L observedymy devotions? Have [ done the. du- 
ties of my station? Have f benefitted my fellew-crea- 
ure? Have indulged any improper passion—pride ; 
anger—or resentment? Have TP made any progress in 
know! ledge or holiness? [tis ‘tmpossible’for mé to tell 
from whatevils such a practice may deliver you, what 
good it may confer upon you. 


Nothigic buf God can satisfy and’ felicitate the soul. 
Yoa live bat for Him; and it is more important for you 
to live to, im, than for you to live at all. O despise 
not, then, your Maker, yout Preseryer, your God! Bou 


are bound to Him by -countless obligations.» QO, gife 


b 
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Him your gratitude, He only deserves it, raise to Him 
your prayers, He only *can gratify them; fix on Him 
your hopes, He only can crown them! Ln, His favour 
there is life, and His loving Kindness is’ better than life. 


A RICH BEGGAR. 

A great divine prayed to God,, daring, the space of 
eight years; that he would be. graciously pleased to di- 
rect him toa man Who might teach him,the true way te 
heaven. It wassaid fo him at length, .“*Go to. such a 
church porch, and there thou shalt finda man, who,will 
instruct thee in the spiritual life. Accordingly he went, 
and found,a poorsbegear very meanly clad... He saluted 
him in these words, **God, give you a goodiday, my 
friend.”” “The poor man answered,’Sir, f do not remem- 
ber that Lever had‘an evil.day.”. ‘The dector said to 
him, “God give you a good and happy.life. “Why 
say you that?’*weplied the beggar; ‘1 never was?un- 
happy.” .. ““God-bless you, my friend,”’ said the doctor 
‘spray tell me. what. you mean.”” He replied, ‘That 
I shall willingly do Ltold you first | never had an evil 
day; for whea f have hunger, [ praise God; if it rain, hail, 
snow or freeze, be ii fair or foul or if bam despised or 
ill-used, I returndGod thanks; sot never had an, ill-day; 
nor have | ever been unhappy, since I have learned al- 
ways to resign myself to-his will, being very ceriain of 
this, that.all his works are perfectly, good: aud therefore 
T never desire any thing. else but the good pleasnre of 
God.” « Thew said the doctor, **Bat what if thegroud 
pleasure of God should be to cast you hence into heilr” 
“If he would do so,” replied the other, “I have tiwe 
arms (o embrace him with; the one whereof is profound 
humility, by which T am united to his holy humanity; 
the other is love or charity, which joins me to his divin- 
ity. Embraced with these two armsyhe would descend 
with me thither, if thither he ordered me: and there } 
had infinitely rather be with him, than in paradise with- 
out him.”?. Hereby the doctor dearned that a true re- 
signation to the divine will, accompanied with profowud 











Ow 
linmility of heart, is the shortest way to attain God’s 
love. 

After that, he asked him again from whence he came. 
The poor man answered, God sent him. The doctor 
enquired of himwhere he found,Goed. He replied, “I 
found him where I had renounced all the creatures.” 
‘‘And where did you leave him?” said the doctor. ‘He 
replied, ‘‘with the poor in spirit, the pure in heart, and 
men of charity. . ‘‘But who are you?” says the divine. 
“Tamaking,” says the beggar. “Where is your king- 
dom?”’ says the former. ‘Aa my soul,” says the latter: 
“T have learned to bring into subjection, and to govern 
my senses, as well outward as inward, with my affec- 
tions and passiens, which kingdom is undoubtedly su- 
perior to -allthe kingdems of this world.” The doctor 
then asked him by what means he had attained to such 
perfectiun. He answered, “By silence, vigilence, me- 
ditation, prayer, and the union I had with God.—I could 
find no sure repose or comfort, in any creature of the 
world; by means whereof I found out my God, who will 
comfort me world without end.”’ men. 


-AN AMERICAN LADY.—The following article 
from the Calcutta Government Gazettesgives some inter- 
esting particulars respecting the very praiseworthy and 
usefulsservices of Mrs. Judson :— 

‘‘In printing my last communication there was a trifl- 
ing mistake made; it should have been Mrs. not Mr. J. 
as that lady was the author of those eloquent and forei- 
ble appeals to the Government, which prepared them by 
degrees for submission to terms of peace, never expected 
by any who knew the hauteur and inflexible pride ofthe 
Burman Court; and while, on this subject, the overflew- 
ings of grateful feelings, on behalf of myself and feliow 
prisoners, compelme te add a tribute of public thanks 
to that amiable and humane female, who though living 
at a distance of two miles from our prison, without any 
means of conveyance, and very feeble in health, forgot 
her own comfort and infirmity, and almost every day vis- 
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ijed us, sought and administered to our wants, and ceu- 
tributed, in every way, to alleviate the burthen of our 
misery. . While we were all left, by the Government, 
destitude ef food, she, with unwearied perseverance, ob« 
tained for us, by some means or otlier, a constant sup- 
ply. When the tattered state of our clothes evinced the 
extremity of our distress, she was ever ready to replen- 
ish our scanty wardrobe. When the unfeeling avarice 
of our keepers confined us inside, or made our feet fast 
in the stocks, she like a ministering angel, never ceased 
her applications to the Goyernment, until she was auth- 
orized to communicate to us the grateful news of enlarge- 
nient, or arespite from ourgalling oppressions. Besides 
all this, it was unquestionably owing, in a chief degree, 
to the repeated eloquence, and forcible appeals of. Mrs. 
Judson, that the untutored Burman was finally made 
willing to secure the welfare and happiness of his coun- 
try, by a sincere peace.” 


BEAUTY. 

Beauty, what is if? Will not the fairest form decay ? 
will not-the most blooming countenance fade? will not 
the most, elegant figure be crumbled into dust? Con- 
tracted indeed must “be their happiness, whose affection 
centres alone in the creature. This is a snaresin which 
some are entangled to their destruction, Beauty often 
perverts the judgment, inflames:the passion, and capti- 
vates the will. Nor are they the most happy who are 
the subjects of these attractions. Pride dnd vanity are 
no friends .to peace and tranquility. Wherever these 
dwell, they bring uneasiness, jealousy, envy and torment 
with them. How soon may beauty besullied? He who 
created the dignified form, and so constructed the fea- 
tures, as to render the counterance fair and lovely, can 
as easily change it into an object of disgust; that what 
was before idolized, shall be avoided as offensive and 


unpleasant. Afterall, then, what is it? Is ita real © 
good, is it a permanent geod? Shall we adore that which © 
i$ transient and perishing? Rather recollect ourselyes, — 
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let us listen to the dictates of truth, rather than be im- 
posed on by our imaginations. Let us hear what the 
voice of revelation says, **W hen thou “with rebukes dost 
correct man for iniquity, thou makest-his beauty to con- 
sume away like a moth; surely every man. is vahity.— 
Thou prevailest forever against him, and he passech? 
thou changest his countenance, and,sendest him away.” 


Cuariry.—Among the graces thatadorn the Chris- 
tian character, that of Charity has ever been deemed the 
brightest, the purest, the best, [tis a gem of the first 
water ; no clouds can obscure it—no rude! hand sully. its 
purity. Its sister graces dwindle away in its ‘presence, 
and in the hour of expiring nature, it-remains the ouly 
solitary companion ef the departed one, that sustains un- 
moved, the shock of death, Indeed it may be termed 
in an eminent degree, the most distinguishing z character- 
istic of Christianity, the Alpha and Omega of all, relig- 
ious truth, It recéivedhits hirth.ih the bosom of divine 
benevolence, and was fosteredunder the beaiings of 
the Sun of righteousness. — And when the lips of truth 
uttered some of its first couacils, Charity was the theme, 
the subject upon which was .lavished divine elo- 
quence. And wherever this Heaven ‘bern spirit. has 
found its: way, there it hath diffused the breath of Para- 
dise, shedding around the blessings of Providence, and 
proclaimed a Jubilee to.the Sous and.Daughters of mis- 
fortune. 


Evente.—There arestwo periods in the life of man, 
in which the evening hour is pectlairly interesting,» in 
Fouth and in Old Age. In youth. we love its mellow 
moonlight—its millions, of stars—its soothing shade, 
and sweet serenity. — these scenes we can ¢om- 


mune with those we love, and twine the wreaths of 
friendship, while there are none to hear or witness, but 
the gorgeous heaven, and the spirits that hold their end- 
Jess Sabbath there.. We look abroad upon creation, 
spread in the slumber of a moonlight scene around ; and 
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wrapt ia contemplation, fancy we see and hear the wav- 
ing wings and melting songs of other and purer worlds ; 
it accords with thelight flow, of youthful spirit, the fer- 
vency of fancy, and the softer feelings.of the heart. E- 
vening is also delightful te virtuous Jge. It affords 
hours of undisturbed. thought. Itseems an emblem of 
the calm and trauquil close of a*busy life—serene and 
mild with the impress of its great’Oreator enstamped up- 
ou it... It spreads its quiet wings above the grave, ‘and 


seems to promise that all shall be peace’ beyond it. 
i Ue ———_—_——. 
‘i SECRET PRAYER, ‘ 

The following extract from the diary inthe life of Toplady, 
has been so often verified in my owm experience, that I send it to 
you, in hopés others may ‘be induced by it, to give’ their tirst 
thoughts and affections to God, when they rise im the morning, 
and not hastily deave this*most important of all duties, for any 
worldly ¢ares:~— 

Before I. came out.of my chamber to-day,l wastoo hasty and 
short in private prayer, My congcienc told me so at the time; and 
yet such was.my ingratitude and folly, that I, nevertheless, re- 
strained prayer before God. .In, the course of the day, I had 
great reason to repent of my first’sin, by beipg permitted to fall 
into another. . It is yust, O Lord, that thou shouldest withdraw 
thy presence from one,who waited’so carelessly on thee. May I 
hnever»more on any pretext whatever, rob thee, or deprive my 
owf soulof,thy,worshipybut makeall things give place to com- 
munion with thees+NV, H. Rep, 


AN EXTRACT. 

O blessed revelation! that*opens'such wonders. O dreadful re- 
velationif it opens. themin vain. “And are there those with 
whom they go. for nought? Strange men! in possession of a bless- 
ing, the bare hopes of which supported the spirits of the wise for 
four thousand years, tnder all the calamities of life, and terrors of 
death; and knew theynot thatitis in their hands? or knowing, 
cast it away as of nd-value? A bleéssing;the very shadow of which 
madethe body of the patriarehal andVewish religion! a blessing, 
after whieh the whole earth panted, as the hart. for the water- 
brooks! a blessing, on which the heavenly host were sent to con- 
gratulate mankind, and sing the glad tidings into their transport- 
ed hearts! a blessing; Which wasmo more than an equivalent for 
paradise lost!. And is this blessing declined, rejected, exploded, 
despised, ridiculed? Ohtnbappy men!—The frailty of man is al- 
most as incomprehensible as the mercies of God. 


_— 
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hie that drops~ be world, before that drops him, be omy knows. 
its real value; and the value of hisown soul. And whatever the 
gaiety of the world pretends to, he only can have a solid, perma- 
nent, and uninterrupted joy of heart, who builds iton the rock; 
on hope of the divine mercy. Give a man the world,and give him 
no more; and his happiness ist an end; the human heart will ne- 
cessarily feel a futurity, through all the’super-abundance earth Car 
heap on its*nothing.can possibly give it a peace independent of an 
hereafter: that point of view in his creation, that purchase'of blood 
in his redemption, and yet, in human conduct, that ever-neglected 
All of man. 

Dress the mind.++On' the sunday morning. before going to church, 
what a dressing there is among all classes, and what a stip.to ap- 
pear gay and pleasing! Is/it quite sufficient for the great ‘purpo- 
ses of ourexisténceto watch the outside of the platter’. Curls 
may be arranged, fine tortois shell combs fixed, sparklingear-rings 
hung, splendid garments displayed, and yet perhaps the gay fair 
one’s mind may be poisoned with conceit, troubled with »ivalry, 
and kept on the torture by ignoranceand vanity. Windsor soap 
does pot wash out the stains of the heart;,Colouge water cannot’ 
throw a fraganee over an impure mind; . vor. will all the rubies of 
Golconda dazzle the recording atigel into a forgetfulness of filling 
up the leaves of the book of retribution. 


The sin of Slander.—A+ man’s good name is likeve 
piece of white paper, which if once blotted, will very 
hardly be got out again, soas to leave’ no print of it 
behind. It is like a merchant’s estate, long in getting, 
but lost ina moment; and when it is in the bottom of the 
sea, how shall it ever’be recovered again. How cir- 
. cumspect, then ought men to bein what they say of their 
brother, so as not to steal, and murder his good name, 
which is as precious as life itself! ,The destruction of 
another’s character is‘ a sin.that God) will‘notspardon, 
unless the party that is guilty will make restitution, 
which is a work not easy to be done; yet God will ac- 
cept of endeavour, if faithful and industrious. . ” 


AGENTS FOR THE “MESSENGER.” 


Athens, Ten —George Morgan. , 
Athens, Mooreville, & Triana, dia.—Rev. James Mc’Fagip 


Baltimore, Md—Armstrong & Plasket. 
Belfonte, Ala——Mc’Nary Harriss. 
Parksville, Tenn.—Sterling Beaver. 
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Golumbus, Miss.—~William Dawsing. 

Courtland, Ala.—Thomas Smith. 

@olumhna; Tenn.—E. Uzzell. 

Dover, Tenn.—-James Cloous. 
Wittoes Landing, Madison county, Ala.—Rey. James Mc’ Fain. 
Elyton, Ala—James Thompson.» 
Elkton, Tenn—Capt» Hawkins} 

Franhlin, n.—H, H. W. Hilly & Rev. John M, Helland: 
Fayetteville, Tenn. — Thomas Hyse. 

Georgetown, Ky.—Jobe Stephenson, Esq: © 
Gunter’s Landing,— William Hudson. 

Harpeth P. Office, Tenn. —Col.J.S. Rusworni. 
Hardiman, Tenn.—N athanie} Steel. 
Huntsville, Ala —John Bingham and Elias Smith, 
Hazlegreen, Madison county, Ala—Rozwell Pool. 
Hooper’s X Roads,—Richard. Hooper. 

Jackson, Tenn.—Rufus King. 

Jasper, Tenn.—Daniel Rollins. 

Jonesboro” Ala.—T he Post-Master. 

, W.Tenn.—Rev, German Baker. 

Meé Minnville, Tenn.—Thos. Parris. 
Murfreesboro,—Drt, Holmes,,and Rev. Martin Clarke: 
Moulton, Ala.—Dr. Burford. ~ * 
Nashville, Tenn —TVhos. J. Reed. 
PrestonsvilleThe Post-Master and J, Fine, Egg. 
Paris, Tenn—David M,» Porter. 

Pulaski, Tenn.—Capt. John Brown. 

Quincey P. .O. Illinoise—Thomas P: Clarke. 
Robertson’s P. O.— Alexander Thomas. 
Russelville, Ala—Assistant .PostsMaster: 
Shelbyville, Tenn.—James Ri* Whited 

Salem, TennRev. John Driskell. 

Selma, Ala —W illiam Johnson, 

Sparta, Tenn.--Rev. John Scoggin. 

Smiti’s P.O; Ala,—Stephen Smith, 

Somerville, Ala.~-The Assistant Post-Master:. 
Tuscaloosa,—Ur. R..O wen, 

Tuscumbia,~—John Sutherland. 

Pillage Spring, Ala.-—Rev. Perry Tunnell, 
Winchester, Terin Benjamin Deckard. 
Sharlesion, S. C-—Rev. E. St. Clair. 

Camden, S. C—Rev. Reuben) Tucker: 

Cahawba, Ala.—Rey. E. Hearn, 

Lard’s P. O—Alexander Angus. 


Tn addition to the above’ Agents, all travelling preacher age 
authorised to act as agents for the “Messenger.” 


A faller list will be made out ga soenas we cpn doy? 
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‘POETRY. 


SEE ~ 


THE WORLD WE HAVENOY SEEN. 


There isa world we have not seen, 
That time shall never dare destroy ; 

W here mortal footsteps hath not been, 
Nor ear has caught its sounds of joy, 


There isa region loyelier far 
Than sages tell or poets sing, 
Biighter than summer’s beauties are, 
And softer than the ‘tint of spring, 


There is a world and O how blest 
Fairer than prophets ever told : 
And never did an, angel guest 
One half its blessedness unfold. 


it is all holy and serene, 
The land of glory and repose ; 
And there todim the radient scene, 
The tear of sorrow never flows. 


It is not fan’d by summer gale, 
Tis not refreshed by vernal showers, 
It never needs the moon beam pale, 
For there are known no evening hours; 


No for this world is ever bright, 
With a pure radiance all its own, 
The stream of unereated light 
Flow round it From the eternal throne, 


There, forms thatymortals may not see, 
Too glorious for the eye ‘to trace 
And clad in peerless majesty, 
Move with unutterable grace. 


In vain the philosophic eye 
May seek to view the fair abode, 
Orfind it in the curtain’d sky.— 
It is the dwelling place of Ged. 





